THE MONTHLY ISSUE 


OF 

THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF THE MEDICAL SCIENCES. 


With the coming of 1888 The American Journal of the Medical 
Sciences Trill be published at the beginning of every month, instead of 
quarterly, as heretofore. This change, though simply told, is one of 
deep significance. To readers it means a trebled frequency of commu¬ 
nication with the leading thinkers, workers, and discoverers among their 
collenguea; to contributors it means a threefold more rapid and a far 
wider dissemination of their thought; to The Journal it assures an 
ever broadening circle of influence; and lastly, to those engaged in the 
executive work it implies a vastly increased amount of labor. Such a 
change, however, is simply in accordance with the spirit of the age. 
Never before were so many earnest workers engaged in all the fields of 
medical research, nor at any previous time have well-merited honors 
so surely crowned unselfish labor in behalf of humanity. One potent 
cause of this state of things may be seen in the enormous mental stimu¬ 
lus afforded by the modem possibility of reducing medicine to an exact 
science by coordinating and tracing the causation and effect of hitherto 
isolated empirical facts, through the employment of instruments of pre¬ 
cision. These immense strides have now become such matters of fact 
that it is hard to realize that they are all comprehended within the life 
of this Journal. Yet we have it from the pen of an eminent medical 
bibliographer that “ from this file alone, were all other productions of 
the press for the last fifty years destroyed, it would be possible to repro¬ 
duce the great majority of the real contributions of the world to medical 
science during that period.” Such a record, though legitimately a sub¬ 
ject for pride, is here only referred to os a pledge that The Journal, 
though crowned with honorable years and achievements, will enter upon 
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the development of its new and enlarged possibilities with the vigor of 
youth and the mature experience gained through two generations. 

In the adoption of a monthly form certain changes are implied. 
Though the aggregate of space will be somewhat greater, and though a 
larger proportion will be devoted to Original Articles, it will be pre¬ 
sented in smaller divisions, and therefore brevity will become a virtue 
ranking second solely to merit. It is but fair that every reader should 
find in each number something of interest to himself, and if necessary, 
lengthy articles of value may he divided among successive issues in 
order to attain this end. Of the remaining two departments that of 
Progress will undergo no change. It has proved itself of great value, 
and no advisable alteration has suggested itself after diligent consider¬ 
ation. To accommodate the increased amount of space allotted to 
Original Communications, the Reviews will be condensed, yet with the 
maintenance of that judicial spirit which has always looked alone to 
the interest of the profession. 

In its new form The Journal will become more than ever the 
favorite medium for presenting articles requiring some elaboration, and 
in connection with the weekly Medical News, it will furnish all prac¬ 
titioners and specialists with a complete and well-digested knowledge of 
the real life of the science. Such is the confidence of the managers of 
The Journal that their enterprise will he appreciated, that they have 
decided to accompany the new departure with a notable reduction in the 
rate of subscription, details regarding which will be found in the adver¬ 
tising pages preceding this announcement. 



